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To trarl) the gocx] there is in life and BUk* hmnan happhieM, 
with justice the primary pursuit, is on« of the fundamental 
princtplea of Fraathoagiit Derfona iNttha ara trod in thia under* 
'■'^(^ and both aezea are now i»romtnent1y flKurtng In the work. 

With nn unselfish devotion to the cause of truth. Mrs. Helen M. 
T iKns. of Marietta. Ohio, has lahored ind( fatlpably to hrlnp the 
nniiK' of Thomas Paine before the American people in Its true 
Heht. and through him, to awaken an educated Intelligence in 
"Mir mind. Quietly and nnoatentatiously. in her Ohio home. 
Mrs. T.nras pursues her chosen course and mnny have long recog- 
r<7rd the splendid work she is doing. She does not obtrude, 
annoy, or offend. Her work is carried on with such cbiaracterlstic 
gentleness and certainty that she commands a respectful attention 
from the start. 

Helen M. Lucas, tlie subject of this sketch, was bom In 
»»*»'nr^. New Dunbam TOwnsblp, Washington county. Ohio, on the 
day of August, 1841. Her father was a Clnrk and her mother 
- riionpiio Both were intelligent, broad and liberal minded, and 
refined. T»>eir liheralltv was inherited bv their children. Tt was 
an unselfish and self-sacrlflcing family and the greatest tribute 
ever pnld may be found in tbe eTpreaaion given bT Ifra. Lueas, 
herself, saying: "T am proud of mv parents and when mr father 
died mv mother told me that he was proud of his children.** Miss 
Helen M. riark. as our heroine was formerly known, was married 
to Hpnrv C, T.ucas. who was bom in Mount Hollv. New Jersey, 
and familiarly known bv his friends and associates as **H«rrv 
I.ucas." He died in 1900 and left Mrs. Lucas a widow. Three 
sons were bom to them. One is a Malor in tbe marine serrlce 
of tbe United States, a second Is a practicing pbjratclan, and the 
third dfrd in hahvhood. thirtv-one years ago. 

The ptorv of her labor? for liberalism and the prinoipal causes 
that leri tben to. constitutes an Interesting chapter In ber life. 
The experiences she met with and the circumstances leading 
tberato are aomewbat out of tbe ordinary course of things. Some 
veara ago a Catholic told Mrs. T/Ucas that her children were never 
to bo allowed to know of anvtbiner ♦bat opposed to b^r religion. 
WbetbrT she should live or not. It bad been arranged that thev 
should be Catholics... She explained In what way her husband 
bad been made to surrender his ebfldren'a ifglita as well as hla 
own before she married bim. Her mother was a Catbolte and 
ber father a Freethinker. He was a widower with several chil- 
dren whose mother was a Protestant. While her father was 
away on business her mother took all of her step-children to a 
nrlest and had them bantized. When this became known to the 
father he was angry, but ber mother explained that he had 
brought her there to do the best sKe could for his children and 
that waa tbe best she could do. This astounding account ended 
with the words, "and she had no more trouble with him.'* 

Such amaziner tvrannv over ebildreii and parents, such wrongs 
to tbe rare, led Mrs. T^uciis to find whether these two women 
were extreme Catholics, or whether such absolute disregard of 
the ricbta of otbera were in aeeord with the genaral praotloe of 
the church. Studv from all svallable Catholic sources confirmed 
the representations above given. As her Investigations continued 
she was convinced that she was under particular obligations to 
help others to learn these things, and to make religious liberty 
her object In life. 

Rhe thinks the union of church and state Is pernicious and 
likely to become intolerable if allowed to keep on erowing undis- 
turbed. Religion is taufjht in most of the public schools. — chiefly 
bv means of worship — and children are comi>elled by law to 
attend them. She wonders that so few secularists prf)test against 
anvtbing so uniust as well as subversive of state constitutions 
Which say: — "No person shall be compelled to attend, erect or 
aapport any place of worship against his consent: and no pref- 
erence shall be given by law to any religious society: nor shall 
nnv interference with the rights of conscience be permitted." Tbe 
rights of conscience of all who do not accept orthodox protestant- 
ism Is Interfered with: school buildings are erected and cared 
for at the expenaa of the paopla; aran thoae who ouli no property 
pay. for rents hidude taxes. Preference is given to tbe religious 
socletv to which the teacher who acts as chaplain belongs. 

Most state const Itiitlons. if not all of them, forbid the control 
of any public funds by any religious sect or sects, but such 



control is held in jtublic schools, reformatories, and all charitable 
institutions, and. indirectly, in all private schools, churches, and 
Young Men's Christian Associations. Many people do not know 
they are paying for religion, even when the tax is direct; and 
more do not know they are taxed indirectly by way of exemptions. 
Hesides. many never suspect they are taxed at all by the National 
Government which i)rovidea for reMplon Ktnerously at the people's 
expense, although the United States ( oustitution says. "Congress 
shall make no law respecting the < .siablisiiment of religion." 

A good authority has stated that at first only one chaplain- 
was appointed, and he was to serve without pay. When we con- 
sider to what an extent the abuse has grown, and know that 
citizens otherwise intelligent believe that religious liberty means 
the privilege of a religion to tax everyone for lis supjiort. we 
wonder if we secularists are not somewhat to blame. Chaplains, 
to whom reliciona teata are applied in violation of the oonatitn- 
tlon. are multiplied, promoted to high rank and paid large salaries. 
A bill to appropriate two hundred! thousand dollars per year 
for chapels at army posts has been offered and urged in Congress. 

Mrs. T^ucaa believes there can be no evolution carrying the 
world forward to the attainment of right principles. Without 
earnest, continuous effort, which above all other things must be 
judicious, for an untimely contemptuous evpression Is likely to 
spoil good work. We mav consider a religious dogma foolish, 
but we may not call one who believes it a fool. We must respect 
his opinions, however, widm the gulf which separates them from 
our own. as we hope he will some day respect ours. He will 
never respect ours If we make them revolting. Mrs. Lucas says: 

'The character of those who work for secularism should he 
above reproach, and they should nevw lose opportunities for self- 
Improvement Thev should be patient with each other and with 
everyone. — Their methods alwavs kind. reasona))le and seasonable, 
with adherents and opponents. Their associations should be 
refined, and they ahonld ednoate their ehildren in tbe aane 
environment. They should never yield td discouragement, and 
never, by silence, seem to consent to aegresslons of the church 
on the domain of the stat<\ They should never forget their duty 
to try to convince the unthinking that tbe use of force In religion 
Is despotism, and that control of religious sects endangers the 
life of tbe Renublic." 

Mrs. T>ucaa recommends a poem to brother secularists, because 
It shows the erlorious beautv of self-sacrlt^ee. Shr* used it once 
in a defense of Paine, thinking of him as withering the spears 
to nia breaat whan he published the Age of Reaaon/* The poam 
folloiwa;— 

ARNOLD WINKELRIED. 
In anna tbe Austrian phalanx atood, 

A living wall. — a human wood? 

A wall whero every conscious stone 

Seemed to its kindred thousands growns 

A rampart all assaults to bear. 

Till time to dnat their framea ahoold wear; 

A wood, like that enchanted grove 

Tn which with friends RInaldo strova, 

Where everv silent tree possessed 

A spirit prisoned In Its breast. 

Which the first stroke of coming strife 

Would startle Into hideous life: 

So dense, so still the Austrians stood, 

Tmpregnablo their front appears 
All horrent with projecting spears, 
Whose polished points before them shine. 
From flank to flank, one brilliant line, 
DriGTht as the breaker's splendors run 
Along the billows to the sun. 

And now the work of life and de^th 
Hung on the passing of a breath; 
The lire of oonfllet bnmad within; 
The battle trendiled to beghi. 
Ta| whfle tha Anatrlans held their 

(OonChroad on page IS-) 
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Speech Delivered at a Banquet Given by 
the 8uMn B. Anthony Club lit Cinoin- 
natl on th« Paliit AnnivtrMry. 



(Hy Dr. J. B. Wilson. ) 
The above Toast was respond^-d to by 
Dr. J. B. Wilson, at the Annual Banquet 
given by "The Susan B. Anthony Club," at 
the new Hot«l HftTlln, Cinoiiuiatl, Ftbroary 

29, J 908. 

This Annual Banquet is one of the big 
events in Cincinnati. The large and mag- 
nlfletont b«igv«t ball wm crowded wltb 
repretentatlTe womMi of not only tbe laf- 
tnglwt party, bvt of **Tbe TwonttoOi OoB^ 
nry Olab/' *Tbe Wom«n'i Pr«M dub/' 
"W. C. T. U./' and othor goeloUoe. Be- 
tides there were preeent a foodly number 
of gentlemen ■ympathisers, repreeentp 
Ing the dtlterent profesaiona, Dr. Sarah 
Slewers presided, and twenty toasts were 
responded to. In auch an assembly, the 
remarks of Dr. Wilson could not otherwise 
but prove a novelty, and something out of 
the ordinary, but neyertbieleae, none were 
more warmly received. Dr.. WflMB ipoke 
as follows: — 

Madam Toaatmaater and Urtlea and 
Gentlemen,: 

'*Bvery nation enshrines as sacred the 
recordi of its earliest existence. Every 
individual marka the date of his birth aa 
the one great important event of his life. 
Brery organiiation cherlihea the memory 
of Ita ftrondera. Bvery great ranae hallowa 
tiM name, of him who flrat gave foloe to Its 
principles— cherishes as sacred his word% 
and embalms them in the amber of lore's 
eternal remembrance. 

No addition to Its archives. I am sure, 
can be of greater Interest to workers in the 
cause, than that of information, as to who 
made the first public plea, in this country, 
for Woman Sufferage, and what that plea 
was. 

I am jtroud to say that the first person, 
publicly to speak In behalf of s< x eciuallty, 
was a man. I am sorry to b(» compelled 
to say, that thr()Uj?h, Ignorance, prejudice 
and wilful misrepresentation, no man in the 
history of America, has been treated so un 
Justly and ungratefully, so vlllifled by men, 
and hated by women, as this very friend of 
women, and nnlTcrsal benefactor of the 
hnman race. 

Bat, that Is the penalty, which. In nearly 
e?ery taistanoe, tho roformer and pionaer of 
progress mnst pay. 

In fifty; or a hmidred yean Ikiom aow, 
when woman kind shBD ha?o baeoM ftM, 



and has Stepped into possession of her 
natural rights, she will then aspire to do 
honor to this great, loving soul, whom, in 
lier ignorance, she has so long unjustly 
(lesi)ised. 

The first i)ul)lic plea ever made in l)e- 
half of the rights of the women of America, 
a|)peared in the August number of -The 
Pennsylvania Magazine." published in Phila- 
delphia, 1775 — 133 years ago, and was writ- 
ten by the liMltor of the same Magastne. 
It la entitled 

**An Oeeaalonai Letter on the Female 8ex." 
I win have time to give you only the fol- 
lowing extract 

"Behold the condition of women through^ 
out the w6rld: Affronted in one country 
by polygamy, which gives them rivals for 
inseparable companions : InslaTcd In 
another, by tadiaaoluble ties which often 
join the gentle to the rude, and sensibility 
to brutality. Kven In countries where they 
may be esteemed most happy — constrained 
In their desires in the disposal of their gods, 
robbed of their freedom, of will by the 
laws — the slaveti of o])inion. which rules 
their with al)s<)lute sway, and construes 
the slightest appearances into uuilt sur- 
rounded on all sides by judg-'s who are at 
once their tryants and seducers, and who, 
after having prepared their faults, punish 
every lapse with dishonor— nay, usurp the 
rights of degrading them on suspicion! 
WhOb coosciotts of this degradatkm and to 
justice does not feel a pity lor th« tender 
sex? 

Tet such, I am sorry to say, is the lot 
of woman over the whole earth. 

Man, with regard to them, te all cUmates. 
and In all ages, has been either an taisensi- 
ble husband, or an oppressor. Sometimes, 
they experience the cold and deliberate 
oppression of pride, and often the violent 
and t(»rrible tyranny of Jealousy. When 
they are not beloved, they are nothing; 
and when they are, they are tormented. 
They have almost equ^l cause to be afraid 
of indifference and love. Over three quar- 
ters of the globe. Nature has placed them 
between contempt and misery. 

Kven among people whore beauty r(>- 
celves the highest homage, we find men 
who would deprtvo the sex of every kind of 
reputation. 

'The moat virtnoiu woman," says a cele- 
brated Qreek. *is sha who Is least talked 
of.- . 

Imperious man, whOa lie Impoasa duties 
00 womsB. would doprive them of the 
sweeto of ptibUe eatee«; aad to axaettai 



virtues from them; would make It a crime 

to aspire to honor. 
If a woman were to defend the cause of 

her sex, she might address men Iq the fol- 
lowing manner: 

•'How great. () man! is your injustice! 
If we have an eipial right with you in vir- 
tue, why should we not have an equal right 
in government The jiublic esteem should 
wait upon merit, be it of eitlier sex. 

Our duties are different from yours, but 
they are not less difficult to fulfill, or of 
less consefpience to society. They are the 
foundations of your felicity; and the 
sweetness of life. We are wives and 
mothers. Tto we who form the union and 
the cordiality of famUles; tis we who 
soften the savage mdeness, which con- 
siders everything as due to force, and 
whlcH would involve man with man to 
eternal war. 

We. cultivate in you that humanity which 
makes you feel for the misfortunes of 
others, and our tears forewarn you of your 
own danger. Nay. you cannot be ignorant 
that we havr need of courage, not less than 
you. Mor*' teeblt in ourselves, we have 
perhaps more trials to encounter, .Nature 
assails us with sorrow law and custom 
press us with constraint, and sensibility 
ana virtue alarm us by their c<mtlnual 
conflict. 

When you offer your lilood to tbe state, 
the btood you offer Is ours. In givtag the 
state our sons and our huabands, we give 
it more than onrselires. Ton can only die 
on the Held of battle, but we have the mis- 
fortune to survive those whom we tovM 
the moat. 

Alas! while vo«ir ambltkms vanity Is un- 
ceasingly laboring to cover the earth with 

statutes, with monuments and inscriptkms 
to t teniise. If possible your names, and give 

yourselves an existence and a memory 
whi'n this body is no more, why must we be 
condenujed to live and die unknown— to be 
unhonored l.y statute and monument? 

Be not our tyrants hmger. Permit our 
names to be som.'time pron(»unced beyond 
the narrow circle in which we live. Per- 
mit friendship, or at least, love, to inscribe 
Its emblems on the tomb where our ashes 
repose; and deny us not that public es- 
teem, that suffk^sge and that right, which 
after the esteem of one's self, *is the Bwee^ 
est reward of well-doing.*' 

Thes*' burnfng words, remember, are only 
a small portion of that ple.i. American 
history has hr. m carefully searched, but 
previous to tiiis utterance, not a word from. 
Statesman, soldier, or minister of the gospel 
had ever been publicly uttered In America 
to defense of the Rights of Woman. They 
were written at a time when nearly all 
men, and women as well, were completely 
mider the speU of the clergy and bound to 
titfeir stovlsh anperatltlono. 

They believed, as the aorlptiirea taught 



that wuniai) should br obodient to her 
husband, as hv to the Lord —that she 
should iiiaiinain sihiicp in churches, and If 
she heard anything there, she did not un- 
derstand, she should go home and ask her 
husband" — ^and you all know what gushing 
fountaina of wiadom moat husbanda ara. 

And naTer ainoe thla lint plea for tha 
Amarlcan wonum wm made, an to tbla 
hour, haa any oaa ever uttered iueh a 
aoathlng dennndatloii, againat the tjnumj 
of men, or a more powerful defenaa for the 
righta of woman. 

Theae worda I hare read you, ahould be 
printed in lettera of gold, and hung on the 
walls of the honae of every woman, who is 
today courageoualy contending for her 
rights. 

If thr- Suffragists of Cincinnati would 
niakf a history for theniselvc;-;. they should 
haston to bring tlu'se historical utterances 
to the light, and i»lac»> them at the head 
of the first chapter in the history of the 
cause. If they uo not. it is only a (piestion 
of time, until the Suffragist Soeirty of some 
other city will claim the honor. 

Quite naturally, all of you are anxious 
to know the name of the man who made 
this first public plea for the women of 
America. Flrat let ma tell yon jomathiag 
about blm. 

He waa ^e flrat man to pubHely declare 
for the Independence of the Ookmlea from 
Great Britian. He waa flrat to write the 
worda niie United BUtea of America"; 
flrat to point out the dangera of Blavery and 
to declare for the freedom of the Negro, 
first to arraign monarchy, and to point out 
the danger of its survival in the presidency; 
first to advocate international arbitration; 
first to expose the absurdity and criminal* 
Ity of duelling: first to suggest more 
rational ideas of niarriag*' and divorce; 
lirsi to advoeat»' national and international 
copyriglit: first to jdead for the animals; 
and lirst to demand justice for woman; In 
fact, the whole circle of iiunian ideas and 
princi|»Ies was r<*cognized by this lone, 
way-faring man. who claimed the world for 
his country, and to do good, his only re- 
^liglon. 

What Waahlngton did with the sword, 
he did with the pen; and but for him, the 
,army would baTe disbanded, and the oanae 
been loet Ifore than once be held the 
armjr together. In tboae 'timet that triea 
men's aoola." No portrait or atatne of 
tbla great man is to be ftmnd In the capltol 
of bis conntry. Politicians, the mere pup- 
pets of organised bigotry, have not had the 
manhood to do justice to the memory of 
this patriot, to whom, more than to any 
other one man, American liberty is due. 
Nor is his name emblazoned on the proud 
tablets of any "Hall of Fame." The reason 
that he has thus been neglected Is, that he 
committed one great crime — ^the unpardou- 
aUt «Hm of dedariBf tor tha ftrsedom of 



the brains as well aS Of the bodlSS, Of bOth 

women and men. 

His name does not need to be inscribed 
in any Hall of Fame; for it Is inscribed 
in the hearts of Humanitarians all over this 
wide world, and brighter and brighter it 
ever glows; Aye, his splendid aplrit has 
found glorious fellowship in the Valhalla of 
the undying years. 

As be stood up tor women, wben no one 
else dared, so do I stand np tor btan now. 
And bis name was— Thomas Paine, the 
**Anthor Hero of the Rerolutloa"— the In- 
fldel— the friend of woman, wben she had 
no friend; and the very flrat to voice her 
rights, aa well as that of the animal and 
the slave. 

Woman's Righta will grow, just as wo- 
man becomes mentally fre<^ and there is 
not a woman, once having become free, but 
should wish to add a trilliant to a coronet, 
for that man's brow. 



NO LIFE BETOTOiTK CKAVE 



In All Nature There Is a Natural llevelt 
Against Daatb. Psrsens Mlevini In 
s Pmure Ufa Are In No Hurry Te 
|M into It 

(By J. H. SchwartE.) 
If it were in the scheme of nature to 
continue this life in another world filled 

with eternal bliss our human natures would 
be In perfect harmony with it. Our 
yearnings and longings from birth would 
be for death. 

Our belief is an acquisition. Our natural 
propensities are Inborn or innate, and are 
results of our materlnlistic m.-ikeuf). 

There are many who believe in a future 
e.\istenc(^ and yet they do nf)i srem to wish 
to leave this life and world. This goes to 
prove that their very natures cling tena- 
ciously to this life. The natural desire to 
live now, is greater than the acquired de- 
sire to live hereafter. 

Many a person has contemplated Bulcide 
but at the last moment his heart failed htm. 
la not this bitt a natural revolt against 
death? 

Were you ever far away from homo tor 
a long timer po you remember bow slowly 
the train moved along on your Jonrnsy 
homeward? Wasn't your anxiety to r ea ch 
home greater than the desire to loiter 
along the way? 

Likewise, If life la a journey and heaven 
our destination, and it is a fact in nature, 
would it not be but natural to desire death? 
Would we not then be glad to leave the 
different stations of life behind us? But 
had we the choice between eternal life 
baro, and an almal llto yondar, wbieb 



would we choose.' Is not our natural love 
lor things ttrrestial greater than for 
things celestial.' 

We recoil at \hi' thought of death. We 
s< rk ln alLli rc.^ort.-^ to prolong this life here. 
No sane person wlu* has health and can 
command the necessitlrs of life seeks 
death or craves the hereafter. This proves 
to me that our very natures proclaim this 
the only life and that death is disintegra- 
tion and finality. 

The hope for a future life would indeed 
be a beautiful reality if all could live again 
but it becomes repulsive when "Straight 
is the way, and narrow the gate and few 
there be that enter theretai." And yet Isn't 
the hope to live on cut a sequel to the de- 
sire to Uve now? 

The hope for a future conscious existence 
is not a natural inclination nor a normal 
condition of the auman nUnd as some 
contend. Primitive man antertalned no 
such hopes. Many savage tribes have been 
found that know nothing of such Ideas. 
Whatever Is natural and normal Is Innate. 
Hopes are acquired. 

Becaase the universe shall stand forever 
is no argument that man will live torever. 
Ck)smos as a whole Is eternal, so are the 
atoms that compose It, bnt the dlffeiwnt 
combinations of the atoms are transient 

Vh€ sun, the earth, tho tree, the bug, 
the potato, and man are but temporary 
forms of matter and to admit future life 
for any Wf must for all. Man has no pre- 
emtnenoe over the others for all are of 
atoms. 

Many of the atoms of our bodies, today, 
will be replaced by others, to-morrow. 
.\ow if all atoms are intelligent, as some 
believe. :ir«' not ihose that have been 
scattered all along the pathway of life as 
Intelligent ns those that happen to be a 
part of us at death? If so. and they should 
take a notion to reconstruct us what 
monstrous giants we would be! The 
Colossus of Rhodes would be but a pygmy 
in comparison. 

And, again, when our bodies are resolved 
to the original atoms through disintegra- 
tion, and are all absorbed by the grasses, 
and some beast devours the grass and It 
In turn Is consumed by some other person, 
who Wttl have the flrst valid right to those 
atoms In the re sur re c tion t Might not oon* 
fllotlng claims cause an Insurrection r 
, I can not conceive of losing our material- 
istic natures and taking on the spiritual 
I can comprehend nothing outside of matter 
and energy, and they are inseparable. 
Whenever I attempt to think of a spirit I 
get lost. It becomes at once resolved into 
a nonentity. To see how a material may 
become a spiritual being is beyond my 
ken. Let iilm demonstrate who can, how 
a sometblng can become nothing and yet 
ailit and I will fiOl proatrata at his faat 
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t Timely Topics for Pious Persons 
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But What a Dlffaraiit Paint Of Vlaw 
WauM ■• Pf^aanttd Could Thay Hava 
Baen Handled By 

Herein Suggested. 



( liy Harriet M. Closz.) 

This week occured the Aunual Banquet 
or the Des Moiaes, Iowa, Ministerial As- 
Hociatiou at which the Rav. Vlnla Idlaman 
was tOEHlmaster. 

\\ lio says ttu-re is iioiliinf In a name? 
Could anyone suggt sL a more appropriate 
one for the average ininisler.' His an- 
cestors of old, when udoDling i.he name of 
Idlenian, nnist hav»" |ir()j» ctcd their vision 
into the future -to this age imd foresotu 
th(ir i)ious posterity, and the immediate 
parents, with a tine sense of fitness of 
tilings — intuit iNcly understanding that the 
end of the nicessity for ministers was at 
hand named tnis SOU— Finls. 

To show Blade readeri how very much 
conceraed these men of god are in chris- 
tianizing the people, how desperately ex- 
ercised are they about the Soul's Salvation, 
how mighty the burdens thejr bear for thalr 
fellows, I quote some of the iubjaota as- 
signed to men&bers present, aa reported by 
. the press. Here tbay are: 

"Bluo MoDdagr/' **Waddlngs and Fees." 

"Barrels." ^'Rewards of the MInlatry." 

"The dove of peace that naata In the 
choir." 

All must admit that these subjects are 
pregnant with possihilities and spealclng 
for myself 1 would have been glad to hear 
them, though I dare say that Josephine K. 
Henry's article "Indigo Sunday" in com- 
parison with Blue Monday would have cast 
a gloom of green over th«» Christian con- 
rlavo. Or could Kdltor (Miarlesworth have 
elaborated on "Weddings and Fees, or 
Ilewards of the Ministry," there would 
have been food for thought served with 
farts and advice worth feedinjf upon. And 
then could John F. Clarke have 
caught that "Dove of Peace that Nests in 
the Choir," and plucked its every feather 
while expatiating on its pleasurable 
proximlnity to the pulpit and tha prlT^ege 
of such a sheltered place to neat, I f^l 
sure that tha poor nude songster would 
hereafter ba oontant with a mora lonely 
nesting nook and would, Uka 'tha bird with 
the broken pinion, narar aall so high 



Now, In an ainoarltjr X would Ilka to In- 
qnira what anr or aU of thaaa anbj^ets 
hava fb do with tha prbblama that ara 



praaaing so insistenUy for solution r What 
relation have they to tha unrighteous ad- 
minlatratlon of our inwa? Wnat bearing 

^ oan their diaonsslon have upon the mighty 
Influenoe for evil which seems to pervade 
the time? There are 150,000 preachers In 
the I'nittd Statis represent in;.; millions of 

. sermons annually and yet, we note that 
usury is exacted and uhiu p.it ion unpunish- 
ed. Virtue is victimized and integrity goes 
down in the balance with "tainted money." 
There are ap|>roximately :5(».000,0()0 of 
church communicants under this great and 
glorious government of ours yet. evt'ry 
crime on the calendar is committed, every 
wrong on record is repeated with Impunity. 
Political Intrigue tlourlsehs and the of- 
ficials of finance are shown high favor. 
Social station is exalted and the breach be - 
tween loyal laborers and pious plunderers 
l)roadens dally. There are hundreds of 
emotional Bvangellatt galsvanthig about 
preaching repentance but the Ust of life's 
tragedies continues to lengthen. The 
l^roblem of proatltution la pondered with 
great gravity but tha generous OhrisUan 
supporter of the aystom goes unseatha^ 
The martial wrongs of women ara mfaid^ 
destroying but thaaa donaaUo damona are 
often untrammeled in* their tyrannlaa. 
There are thousands of ChUjph Soolatles, 
Christian Endeavors, Bpworth Leagues, 
l»rayer (Mrch s, Missionary and Mite So- 
cittii's. drown People's, Young People's 
and Junior Societies, Willing Workers, 
Sunbeams. Christian Children, King's 
Daijglitfrs. Young Men's Bands and a host 
of others which collect hundreds of thous 
ands of dollars every year and the mem- 
bers of which expend much time and 
(Miergy (or are supposed to do so) In 
promulgating the precepts of Christianity 
but we face the fact that character is 
distorted, truth gagged, justice strangled 
and freedom fettered. And why? 

Because of the entirely erroneous taaoh- 

' ings of the Christian system. 

Through centuries of such teaching we 
have become so saturated with the poison- 
ous Bolutkm that much Ume will be re- 
quired to ''soak out" the virus. The scheme 
of Salvation If not only unsatlafiotory bat 
selfish, and 'tho taaehtnc of viearloaa 
atonamant la moat vlekma hi Ita affaots, 
making ns aniMiabla ta. god, rellavea ua of 
rafponalbUlty to our faUowman. tharthy 
throwing wlda tha door to our own da> 
haaamant and OMklnr poaalbla tha ax> 
plottatlott of tha weak and Ignorant, 



ting a premium on hypoeritleal daoaptkin, 
writing hiigh on tha rellgkraa roll of honor 
the words 'Taith not woms" and granting 
gradoua guarantee to ater^l happlneaa 
for the llfe-lonff crlnUnal who aooepta aal-* 
vation with tha aigh of diaaohitlon. 
• We are quite wlUIng to grant to thaaa 
Doctors of Divinity their annual diversion 
of discussing and dissecting the "Dove of 
peace that nests in the choir." and kindred 
subjects, providing they will, during tha 
remainder of the year, pull from his pereh 
the bird of prey that roosts in the pulpit, 
and provided they will preach the truth as 
it is revealed to them through association 
with the toil and tears of their parish- 
oners, teacn the reciprocity of social ser- 
vice, teach the individual responsibility of 
(ach to all. and all to each thus crowding 
out faith and restoring :ind reseating 
reason ui)()n her throne. \\ !ien they do 
this the nationalist work, rs will reach to 
them willing and helpful hands with kindly 
comradeship, travel with them along the 
toilsome and tortuous way of human 
progress. -Wheif they do this the ideal 
of life— so distinctly delineated on the 
horison of tha reformer but which has been 
delayed In davaiopment by hypocritical 
pretenae— will approach. Whan thay do 
this It wUl not alone* ba poaalbla ibr tha 
Move of peace to neat hi tha dholr," hut 
the BIrda of Peace and Plenty, of Lova and 
Liberty, of truth and tmat. of joy and 
justice will nest and rear thalr young to 
the Heart of Humanity. 



The Work That Helps. 



VAXCOT'VKR. WASH —Find enclosed 
$2.(n». Send six mot lis subscription to the 
names «iven. I mav pick u|) one or two 
more for >()u. Send samph^ copies to the 
following;.- -MRS. H. D. BURROWS. 



Just Bet Its Running. 



LOS AXtJKi.KS. C'AL.— Is the dear old 
Blue Grass IMade still puhlished by you 
or Is it dead? If it still lives send me a 
copy. I win subscribe for it again as I 
am likely to remain here for a while any- 
way.— I. H. FOWLBR. 

Have Yon a Garden ? 

TIk'Ii write to iiic for soincof my 

VELVET BEAN SEED 

And you will be bone- 

iiivd tliereby, 
$2.50 per bushol. 

W. F, BOZEMAN, 

LUfBURaPLA. 
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TIM Power or i-rioUioiH|ht LiM In Ito Intfi- 
vioyaiiMn mm anon iftnoyifl not tot Maio 
MMtrviont to a Ftw. 

iny Mn. ueorgo Vmto.) 

Many Ot you novo ioCt the ciiarolL 

jttuiy ot you wore never cnurch memtoert. 

«iuac wii«n you tHougHt yoorteivea tree, 
tne cnurcoee ot^ tHo Mpintiuuieui were or- 
gnnuvd, many of toeur memben calling 
tnemeeivee ClirieUan Bpirituallsta, be- 
cause, iney bad incorporated In their creed 
too oeoiaraUon tnat Joiua, (for they ap- 
parently believed that only one person 
wiib tnat name or title 'ever existed j was 
tne world's greatest medium and would 
nave been us saviour but that he was 
martryed; ttius aidiug iu yerpetuatlng 
the faibciiood tauglii by tlie so called 
Christiau church and their atiempis to 
reconcile the admoiiiiiun to love thy 
neighbor as thysell" and "Therelore ail 
things whatsoever ye wuuld that men 
should do lo you, do ye even so to them," 
giv< n by others, some of whom were hy 
liible writers called Jtsus, with his decla- 
ration, (Luke XIV. o,j "It any man come 
to me, and hate not his father, and mother, 
and wile, and children, and brethren, and 
sisters, yea, and his own life also, he can- 
not b»' my disciple. And whos<jever doth 
not b( ar his cross, and come after me, 
(■aiinot. be my disciple." Or in oilur words, 
they who were not willing to follow him 
in going aljout crucifying those whom he 
chose to condemn would be only pretend- 
ing to be his disciples, even though the 
condemned should be their own families; 
for he liad said, **and a man's foes shall 
be they of his own household;" and had 
promised that— 'there is no man that bath 
kept nottse, or brethren, or sisters, or 
father, or mother, or wife, or children, or 
lands, for my sake and the fospers, but 
he shall receive a hundred foid now in this 
time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and 
mothers, and ebildria and lands, with 
persecutions; and in tbo world to oome 
eternal life. But many that are first shall 
be last and toot shall be first" 

You will see by these passages, whleh 
occur in Mark X. 29-31, that the disdpleo 
were promised that they should become 
liossessed of the property of their victims 
and should in addition persecute, each, a 
hundred wives, mothers, sisters and chil- 
dren, besides bretnren; exactly what the 
followers of other cruel Jewish kings have 
done. Their attempts I say, to reconcile 



utuny aiser<»nt uacniugs of persons 
ui tijuicujr oppoMte cnartASUrs are as de- 
trunenuu to ine vattse of truth as related 
iu low i>iui« ane its real siones, as are 
loose Of tae sohmuioo Cnrlstians. 

.tMbHOuii in« poen o mena of Spiritualism 
ana ine word oi opiritualif is as to what of 
bviot^nce ot a luture life has been pre- 
senifcO to them, I have nothing to say and 
can nud no cause tor doubting the as- 
sertions ot any person whose honesty ou 
oimr subjects is beyond question; but if 
imy are rigat m v.^at, wny must they cling 
to me false gods oi Judahismr And not 
only did the £>piriiualist8 or, Spiritists as 
some nave named them, organize church 
societies, but Alateriulisls liavo done the 
sanit ; and one organizer advertises for the 
assistance of all who RnoW that thOTO iS 
no (Jod nor future iiie. 

tiomewhere, 1 nave read Iu that person's 
Hand the statement "1 am the first and only 
(^iie to recognize tnese great truths." And 
lurther lie states, I am a graduate in the 
knowledge of (iod. Just whether he 
means that he knows all that (Jod knows, 
or. Knows all about (Jod, when he calls him- 
self a graduate in the knowledge of Ciod, 
IS not unite clear to me; but he iirofesses 
to leach tlie truth about God and just which 
one of the many gods lie means 1 do not 
kiujw, but 1 should like to ask how he ex- 
]M(ts to receive assistance from others 
who know, when he is the first and only 
one to knowr . How can others know what 
he alone knows? Then he would teach the 
truth about a thing that he declares does 
not exhit and all to save our children from 
becoming idolators of a dead Jewish god. 

A few centuries ago all rulers were 
called gods and we cannot destroy that 
.fact, neither ean we deny that sometime 
in the remote past, the creator within 
Nature was caiieo Gk)d; and as to tbe first 
discoverer of wliat some chooso to call 
"these great truths," others kmg ago 
thought themaolves the first and in Bd«n, 
the "dust thou art and unto dnst thou 
Shalt return," was the denial of the ftotore 
life and in another portion of the book we 
read "The tool bath said in his hMurt, 
There is no God" and in Aets, XXm. 7, I, 
"And when he had so said, there arose a 
dissension between the Pharisees and the 
Sadducees: and the multitude was di- 
vided. For the Sadducees say that there 
is no resurrection, neither angel, nor 
K])irit: but the Pharisees confess both" 
and today we have the same conditloos; 



the dissension between the SpiritisU, or, 
Fnarisees and the Materialists, or Bad- 
dusees, both sects of the Jews. And now, 
that one organiser, advertises for a toeturer 
wno may earn perhaps two, three, four, or, 
*even nve thousands of oollars a year, one 
thousand of whicli he is to retain as his 
salary, while the remataider is to go to 
enrich the church. In organisation lies 
the danger to the masses; for thus, tho 
power to role is vested in the few, to tho 
oestruotton of the recognition of the 
rights of the many; and in two or three 
generations, the descendants of those now 
joining tho new (or oulj church, would 
be as strongly orthodox and as hopelessly 
enslayea, as are those whom you pity now 
and as surely tbe worshippers of one or 
another of the Jewish gods, (the gods of 
tne Saddusees). 

You can deny the existence of any or all 
M;)ds and believe, or disbelieve, in the 
tuiiire life ana remain outride all the 
churcln s and save your dollars for the 
comfort of your own families and let all 
tlie churches uie for want of support. 

Avoid the church, man's curse on man. 
And thus escape the priestly ban: 
But keep the light of conscience bright, 
Religion is but doing right 

Man needs no gods nor priests, to say 
W hat he shall do from day to day, 
Kx<'ei)t the (lod, his brain within. 
Which there abidis, lo save from sin. 

No pimisiinient can overtake 
i^'or sins not done — make no mistake; 
Think not that man can. e'er forgive 
Though called divhue, there ne'er did live 

A god whose jiowtr could ever save, 
lliin who to sin has be( n a slave, 
For .\aiure. thv.arted, surely will 
The law of punishment fulfill. 

To each is given a brain to know 
How he'd be treated, that he so 
May treat his fellows and thus be 
Alive to Truth and so be free. 

For truth but listene(r to, but heard," 
Will not sutTi(!e, thou^ii true each word, 
lUit we must live it day by day, 
And thus esc 'jie the priestly sway 

Of those wh) teach: List unto me. 
Pay me to say what you can see 
Without my aid think for yourself. 
And keep fdr yonr own needs tho poll 



Wh«n you degire the leading Free- 
thought literature, worthy of gtudy, 
look over the Blade publieationg and 
order from xm. 
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THI ITIRNAL QUMTIQN. 



(By J. F. Vlnomit) 
What human mind ean comprehend, 
When time began or when 'twiU end? 
This endleM apaoe in wliieh we move. 
How far beyond our eight extend? 

Where all was void did darkness reigu, 
And silence rest its long mute train? 
Did (iod from all this nothing spring, 
And all tliiuKs here with him bring? 

How many countless ages rolled 
Before (Jod ere devised or mold. 
This feeble, tickle, faulty frame, 
And breathed within a living aouir 

What aafnt or sage has ever knew 
Who first man was, or where he grewf 
No reoord of the time was kept, 
Historians then there were but few. 

What man can tea a simple tale. 
And let it pass on down the vale? 
Perhaps a thousand years or more, 

'T would fiction be and facts would ftdl. 



There was Adam, and the Snake, 
And good Old Kve the fruit did 
But not a line did they record, 
From lip to Up, the story spake. 



Oh foolisli man, nou silly clod, 
'Twjis Kv»> that sinm d she's m ath tlu' sod; 
Oh bear tlif blame and all 'he shanu', 
You cannot ere deceive your God. 

Then why tliis sin our parents made, 
Should on our shoulders thus be laid? 
And on the children yet to come. 
Oh why this wretched, sorry tradot 

Awake! arise! and soatter night. 
And pat those dark shadows to flight; 
The gilded spire and minaret. 
Oh! strike them with a shaft of light 

IxK>k at the crescent and the cross. 
Where flourish the temple and the mosque; 
And the muse trom in the turret cries; 
"Come to prayer, or you will be lost." 

lU'neath these piles that hands liave made. 
How many prayers have there bi'en said? 
And fatted priests in tears do call, 
Their flocks like sheep to shambles M. 

We fear no more to think or speak. 
Or, tor light or knowledge seek; 
T\u' sceptre from lu-r hand has fell, 
And year by year she's growing weak. 

They say, "religion gave the light," 
Pray tell as then what made the night? 
Wise Popes have long in judgment sat. 
Among thoM grim and 



From the earth the viotfm ories, 
'NeaAh the dost the Judge he Ues; 
From earth to earth and dast to dost. 
From 'neath the dast they never rise. 

The Priests in cleric robes so wise. 

To .soil their hands with toil despise; 
They bless the water, bread and wine, 
Was there ere such ii base dt sign? 

When (!od created all those things, 
Did hr in them pollution fling'.' 
Then who has power to call him back, 
Or, ere to Cleanse a shMlto thing? 

Unworthy wretch in base disguise. 
That utters prayers that God despise; 
Then why support this worthless train 
That rob the Child of broad and brain? 

Wo all mast tread this lonely way 
When oomes our last departing day; 
Then seek the light while yet yoa live. 
And those who wishb Oh, let them pray. 

Then do not l>end the tender vine, 
But help to upward, onward climb; 
Or teach a farce that long may be, 
A harden to the yoathftil mtad. 

Then use your talent while you live, 
The greatest blessing nature give; 
To Nature's store it Is the key, 
T^nlocks its wealth to you and me. 

'I'hink not of wealth, of pomp or power, 

That fiides within a single hour; 

Hut climb the ladder step by Btep, 

And breath perfOme from sweetest flowers 



TRS RED, WHITS AHD BLUB. 



THREE CHEERS FOR THE MIND THAT IS 
FREE AND FOR THE MAN WHO DE- 
NIES THE GOD OF SLAVERY. 

(By Helen H. Fhilbriok.) 
There's a falsthood embahned hi oar natton 
That seienoe is now to remorei 
I'ts about an unnatural ereation 
Which none hare been able to. prove, 
nut no nioro can the black superstition 
Hold the race in the thrall of the slare 
For the light now has come to fruition 
The light that "divinity" gave. 
No mere .shall tho mothers bo frightened 
With the that wi'ie niaih' but to slay 

No moK" .shall the children be traded 
Or told t(» the idols to pray. 
For the light of true science is seen 
.\nd the President says it shall conu' 
Three cheers for the gods now in malcing 
And the man who wiU help ssye the homel 



Ohomst 
Three cheers for tl 
And the man who can 



Let us hail them and praise them end lore 

them 

They shall have ail the glories of fame. 

There is going to be a commotion 
In the firch'S of license and crime 
l-'tr the light i.-» from ocean to ocean 
And its <ii>'\i\<r to li;,dit evj-ry clime. 
iluMc s t<» be no more license for evil 
For the LAW (Socialism) wiU soon eone thai 
will "save"* 

And the "law" that \vc now know as "civil" 
I> to rest in its well deserved grave. 
For the man at the head of the nation 
Has deeided to stand for the right 
Let us give him a roushig oratkni 
For denytaig the god of our night. 

"Divlnityi th^ power of dlTination; the 
power of human reason in, on, and thnwgfa. 
the hunuin nervous system and tamed to 
Itosh by religiims knaves hired by the idle 
licensed class to d<»ceive the working class, 
See **ity" state of being; motion, heat, fire 
or energy made by fermentation (.f food in 
t h»^ blood into the motion of pro toplasm. 

The slijvc «li;iiM made of "tear of god" 
•dcNiU" and 'lirir' writlni up by piiest- 
(laft to frighten women .^o th-'v wonld "l)e- 
licve" instead of use their rt'a.<«.n. 

l..aw our (auHl, the social law not "Lord 
our God" is the savhig faetor in the matter 
of social crime. 

Civil means servile; senile to the wealth 
aooruiag from the system of mental slavery 
called religion. 

Bee '*god" the author of mental and phy- 
Hical slavery no more ean enter the pobUe 
schools or appear on U. 8. oote. Hmrrahl 
Uurrahl Hurrahl Wags slavery is doomed 
and human freedom .hi full sight. 
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not 001BISP<MIDIirOB lOKOOL. 

lul'errst has aln'a<l\ Imth auakriicd 
in tin* propo.scd (.'orrcsjx)!! Jciicc Sdinol 
for FrtM'tlKmirlit itist ruction. 

'I'liis is vrral H'n iiijj ami (•jnM>iira«^nii<^ 
AVitli an inci-rascd inh-i-rst manifested 
there is iKt i-eason w li \ sii<-li a seliool 
should not l)e estahlislied. 

Fi-eelhinkers demand that an ortho- 
dox helievor should he ahle to «^'ive ji 
reason for the fuitli that is in him and 
the heliever. has a rif^ht to demand 
from every J Freethinker a reason for 
the faith that is in them. The Sohool 
will enable any Freethinker, at com- 
parative small cost, to sequire the 
necessary instructicm to that end. 

Some of the letM* re^/chbig our 
office since the School was proposed, 
contain inqniries as to prohablo cost. 
We' are unable to answer fully as yet 
because no precise estimate has been 



made. In any event, no |)Ui)i] (niirht to 
pay more li'ian jfoO or lor the three 
years eour>e and this would include 
the pureha«S3 of t<'xt-l)ooUs as well as 
tuition fee. The lattei*. in order to 
l>as the cost of printing and mailini^ 
the luss(uis, cireular.y, and other litera- 
ture neeessary to the eoiuluct of the 
School, lo«,'eth«r with all correspond- 
ence pertaining thereto, could be 
placed at $10 per annum, or $25, in 
one payment, for the iJiree years 
course. The text-books vary in cost 
according to character. An additional 
$25 or $30 ouirht tio pay for all the 
text-books needed. This would be 
spread over the three years' work and 
only such text-books as required are 
purchased as needed. By such m«ans 
the expense would not all come at 
ouee and the payment would be eaqr 
on the student. 

Under such an arrangement, pro- 
videvl the pupil [nwd annually for tu- 
ition, the cost of the tirst year's course 
would amouni to about The next, 

or sei'ond year, would amount to about 
^'2\, and the third year would be 
( lieapei- hecaiise the text -hooks for the 
last cour.se are not so expensive. With 
the third year, however, we ought to 
include a gathering of the pupils if 
such could be arranged, so that we 
could aiU be brought together for a 
final, preparatory instruction. 

Owmg to the promised support we 
have reoeilNidt the Blade ha^ decided 
to open iJiO school. Soium of our 
writers feel that' the Blade ou^ht to 
liiak" the siart instead of trusting to 
others, who might be only lukewarm 
in the movement. Once under way and, 
should the School assume such pro- 
portions that the Hlade would need as- 
sistance, that can be secured by a di- 
vision of the lahor and competent 
t<'a( hers employed to undertake special 
hianehes of the work. 

.Just as soon as one hundred pupils 
have heeii secured, with tuition fee* 
paid in advance, the School will be^nn. 
No detiuit<* tiuR* will be announced, as 
yet. until the re(piisite number is en- 
rolled ui»on the roster of the School, 
h'rom time to time the names of pupils 
will Ih* ^iven in the Blade so tliat 
others may see and watch its progress. 
If it proves a failure the Blade will 
frankly admit it and promptly return 
all money pM, We ought to be ready 
to open the School by July 1, wihich 
will put tho piipil in good shape for 
winter study when the nights are long. 
No age limit will be fixed for pupils, 
but it will be open to all comers, al- 
though in the case of young people 
some «lemientary education ought to 
be made a pro-requisite. The School 



will be open to pupils of all aires. It 
will be Ihe means of enablin^^ all per- 
sons to obtain a eomparaiive knowl 
ed«re of scientific sulijects with theo- 
lo«ricaJ teaching and furnish them with 
weai>()ns for argument with the or- 

tliotlox. 

Whether the knowledjjre thus ob- 
tained be used for the purposes indi- 
cated or not, or, in other words, if ^ 
utilized for purposes of self-instmc- ^ 
tion alone, it sharpens the mind, 
brightens the intellect, and is calcu- 
lated to aid men and women to obtain 
more real, usefal, enjoynnent than 
without it. 

The Blade would like to hear from 
i s irieiids. This is an important sub- 
ject. It is a big undertaking at little 
cost. We need a start. At present 
we have no means, as our readers well 
know, but we are. willing to put our 
shoulders to the wheel and do the 
work. We do not expect any profit 
to acci-ue from such an i.ridei-taking. 
unless tlh' S(diool can be inci-ejused from 
year to year and he mad«* self-sustain- 
ing. To get this start we need funds, 
if there be any willinu to eontribnt-^ 
\i> such a cau.se, such contributions will 
be gratefully and cheerfully ac- 
knowledged. 

This sys(»m ought to have been put 
in operation long ago. It is the one 
effective remedy for the lack of or- 
ganised effort o? interest we now ex- 
perience. Spread Freethoughi by edu- 
cation. Take it to rh-» \vmx»\ The 
mountain did not go to Mahomet, but 
Mahomet went to th^ mountain. In 
this repuHin v.e 1 ave ^noiiiitains of 
Freethinkers, ready, anxious and Will- 
ing to obtain a wider knowledge of 
Freet bought and Freethought prin- 
ciples, so as to be able to give that 
n^a.son for the faith that is in them 
and e(|uip them for mental labor and 
as they cannot obtain it under exist- 
ing conditions wo can and must change 
the conditions so as to take it to them. 

\ow, friends, if you want to join 
;lie School, send in your name. No 
tuition fee will be asked luitil one 
hundred pupils have been siM'ured. We 
want to get' tlie lessons ami syllabus^ 
printed, with circulars and advertis-" 
ing matter, ready so as to begin in- 
struction at the time stated, or as 
soon thereafter as possible. In sending 
application for membership in the 
School, give full name and postofSoe 
address. State what grade^ if any, 
a<*quired in the public schools. State 
age. State whether yo« desire to be- 
come a teacher for FVeethought, or in- 
tend taking the courses for private 
information. 

If you cannot become a member of 
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the School, write and tell what yon 
think about the plan, ii you are able 
send in a donation to help na make a 
start All tabtoriptions will be pub- 
lished in the Blade and a fuH aeeount- 
in^ir made. Friends donating to the 
School Fund will he made honorary 
miembers, entitled to tho instruction, 
provided tbo aiiKMint be sufficient to 
cover tuition foes, if they desire it. At 
the annual nieetin«;s. these contribu- 
tors will l)e }zrante<l admission with- 
out further invitation. 

Th(' l^lade is of the opinion tliat this 
Sehool can 1>»* made tin* nucleus of ••. 
gigantic institution for the benefit of 
Freethoui^t. 



FAOTi m. TRBOLOOY. 

When any fact is firestMited to the 
thcoh)«^ian he iiiiincdiatcly sets al;ont 
seekinpr to find sonic point wherein the 
fact and ins t IicoIoltv can he l)rou«rht 
into harnioinous relationship and the 
result is fre(|uently a lciiip(»ra ry con- 
loi'tion of the fact. The honest investi- 
•rator «;()es behind the fact and en- 
deavors to diseover the particular 
laws that jjovern it, eolleelin«4" the n\i\- 
terials from every available source, 
thus affording the faet a greater de- 
gree of confidence. 

In these mental attitudes may be 
found the difference between the in- 
telligent Fraethinker and the intelli- 
gent Christian. The inquiring mind 
has delved into every part of the uni- 
verse. It hall penetrated the past 
and through laying bare the sites of 
ancient cities, deeiphering coins, in- 
. cnptions and alphabet, dead and for- 
gotten languages have been restored 
and the secrets of extinct peoples re- 
vealed. The strict and prejudiced 
theolofjian has never recognized the 
necessity, or, if recouaiizinijf it refuses 
to admit it, of this wide and prelimi- 
nary study of physical facts such as to 
enable them to grasp the subject in 
the whole of its natui'ai relations. 
For this reason the theologian is but 
a one-sided thinker. He thiidvs only in 
a strai«rht line and is unwilling to 
branch out upon eith<'r si<le where 
wide fields are opened unto him. The 
theologian tries to reason by analogy 
only. The aid he nii^dit derive from a 
system of either inductive or deductive 
reasoning is lost. Every possible anal- 
ogy is sought that will coincide with 
the main object he has in view. He 
reasons to a desired end instead of id- 
lowing reaaoD to carry him where it 
must. Thus the theologian ia blindly 
led to assomie what he cannot prove, 
and to asrame miooh that is hii^ im- 



provable from the viewpoint of our 
present knowledge. The expectation 
of finding regularity where there is 
apparent confusion has almost beeome 
an article of faith with the scientific 
mind, but the theological mind gets 
lost in the confusion, and unable to 
comprehend, he shirks the task by de- 
claring god. 

One of the most important facts yet 
developed is that whicli shows the 
uin'v(M'se to l)e a continuous chain of 
.•vents, of cause and effect, and being 
cnntiinions the chain is without be- 
yiriniFi;^' or en<l. Every event is linketl 
to its antecedent by an ini \'itMi)le con- 
nection, and that antec'ilent Iteinir 
connected with a prec.«lin<j" fact, 
everythinir, organic or inoriranic. is oF 
necessity a part, and to break that 
chain at any point becom /s an impos- 
sibility. This known fact dispo.ses of 
god and the theologian is left Avithout 
m<*a!is of support or argument. It 
(onti adicts the idea of a god separate 
and apart from the universe. At the 
same tinM it explodes tho old theory 
of chance so shrewdly advanced by 
theological debaters, in that a nec- 
essary connection of events, preceding 
and succeeding is established in its 
place. To a certain extent the theo- 
logian will admit these facts but his 
sole purpose is to remold them into re- 
ligious shapes. These methods have 
resulted in corrupting the sources of 
human knowledge and have given rise 
to the various religious sects whose 
mutual nnimosities have disturbed 
social relations and embittered the in- 
dividual life. 

The earlier inquiries were necessa!*'!- 
iv made upon an hypothesis of eitivi 
theolorry or metaphysics. |>oth were 
wroni; and they have le I mankind 
into grievous error. To.lny, as we 
leave such influences behind and ex- 
elude them as giudes to in vestiirMt ion. 
we find the human mind < beying the 
law% or rules of its o\ni existence, 
with loan modifying Nature and Na- 
ture modifying man. On the other 
hand, theology has tenaciously clung 
to all the traditions of the past and has 
made it a boast of having checked the 
progress of every age. 
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From curr^ newspaper reports it 
would appear that an evangelist fakir 
by the cognomen of Rev. J. W. /a eh 
ary, stands a fair chance of being put 
where he tried so hard to put our late 
Editor, (k C. Moore, that is, behind 
prison baV^. The casus belli, however, 
ia vastly differeni Blade readers will 
rememlber Zaehary. Mr. Moore knew 



him and knew just what there was in 
him. The public at large do not know 
him, some know of him, and many are 
now learning to know him 

Zaehary sought ta prosecute Moore 
hevause of an honest difference in re- 
ligious opinion. Zaehary was afraid of 
Moore. Zaehary is now being prose 
euted at Lewistown, Idaho, on I 
(diarge of an attempted criminal aa 
saidt upon a married wom^in. At 
lejist, this is what the dispatches say. 
Of course, Zai hary knew that the news 
would be tiashed .dl over the country 
and that it would rea<di Lexington, 
whi(di he (daims as his home. He tried 
to Iti-eak Its force liy .in interview in 
\\hi(di lu' alleged ilnij; the prosecution 
airaiiist him was itased upon malice 
and without just or sul'ticicMil «„M'ounds 
\alur;dly, the news au'cnc'es gave the 
pith of liis stat»»ment. but among that 
(dass of pcM^pie who do know Zaehary, 

his excuse (Ion t 1:0. 

TiliM' does woi'k str.ciire things. 
Ilei'c is a reliLri(Mis fakir n{' the first 
water. ( >rje (d" the most blatant type 
of «4od (dnisers. lie souirht to serve 
irod and prove his loyalty to the cross 
by putting a man, whose shoes he was 
and is unworthy to clean, in a prison 
cell. While thin was going on he was 
guilty of sundry and divers offences 
against society and morality, conduct 
that would disgust a Arormon elder, 
and the world knew him only in an 
outward way. At last he has been 
caught up with. At last ho ia probably 
to get his just) deserts and Idaho juries 
are not calculated to permit injury to 
their women. 

The Blade does not deem the subject 
important enough to demand any 
further comment. 

• • • • > 

Later rej)orts fi-otn Idaho state that 
Za«dnir\ was accjuilted on the irround 
that the State was unable to produce 
sut'ti'cient testimony to make out its 
ease. The Wiunan still accused him but 
the issue narro\ved itself to a question 
between Zaidnn-y and his viidim, there 
being no other witness on either side, 
and the court gave Zaohary the bena* 
fit of the doubt.. 



We \n\\ cheerfully exchange all 
our riiihts. privib'ires, whether reserved 
(>!• nnresj'i'ved. in the New Jerusalem, 
f(»r twice our present circulation. 
And just think of itl Just one sub- 
scriber from each one of you would 
do the work. 
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WEAK OmtlST; WEAK BUIOION. 

We all admire physical strength 
and deplore physical weakucss. Sav 
aiitis have long declared that a sound 
mind can only exist in a sound body, 
and lar^^c iutelKct ean ouiy l)e i'ouiid 
in large lirain power, large thought, 
large mental activity. .Mentid weak- 
lings are usually physical weaklings 
and these are not helps, but hindrances 
to the development of the race. Realiz- 
ing this great force the Greeks, it is 
sadd, prohibited, by colonization, pre- 
ereaition among the moral, mental and 
physical degenerates of their people, 
i his is an illustration of the fact that 
the Greeks well understood the opera- 
t'(»u oi this law. It is well understood 
today and so we find scientific investi- 
gation and gOTemmental supervision 
upon and over experiment's calculated 
to produce a stronger and healthier 
race, mentally and physically. Con- 
siderable of modern thought has been 
devoted to this subject and now the 
cU'rgy arc turning it upon religion 
and religious intluences which may 
ultimately result in a complete revision 
4>i* all the pictures of Jesus to be hand- 
ed down to future generations. 

We take it that every man and wo- 
man Men a pictira >/ Jesus in 
aome place at some timre. Look back 
at all the piotores you have ever seen 
and see if yon ean remember one that 
portrayed Jesus as a stout, healthy, 
strong man, of good physique, giant in- 
tellect, or Samson ian strength. On the 
contrary every one of these pictures 
depict him as rather slight of build, 
pale and wan of expres-sion, etl'eminate 
in character, lie is presented in form 
and shape, size and apjx'arance, that 
make it appear as if a good day's work 
on a farm would have killed him or 
put him to the bad. The idea behind 
all thitj is that spirituality does not 
coniixu't with pliNsical strength ajid in 
order to attract, to get the people to 
catch on and take to the notion of deep 
religiosity, Jesus has been portrayed 
as a sort uf weakling but of great 
spirituelle beauty. 

It was only a few weeks ago that 
Oerman Chrirtiana became involved in 
a row over the out of hia whiakers, we 
mean CSirist's whisken» and now the 
American clergy are out with a oom- 
plaint concerning these common pio- 
tures of their dear Lord and insist 
that they must be changed. 

Now comes one, Dr. Robert J. Aley, 
who is said to be in charge of the 
mechanical department at the Lidiana 
University, and, who ocoaaionally 
preaohea aa a paatima, deelaring, that 



the modem pictures of Jesus are all 

wrong and should be supi)lant(Ml l)y 
others showing him. to bo a man of 
strength. He is ivported to have said: 

"The w(=a.k lines of tin* face, the ap- 
jtai-ently seiawney ami lady-like arms, 
are all wrong. As the result of Christ 
being depicted as a weak man people 
liave begun to regard religi<m as a 
weak thhipr, for women and children." 

ThiB reveals the milk in the cocoa- 
nut. As other preachers are quoted as 
being in perfect agreement with Dr. 
Aloy it is inferred that sueh a change 
in the protraiture of Jesus is being de- 
manded. Hut what right have they 
to make sueh a chanire The very sug- 
'."■('stijui is indicative of havinir per- 
petJated a fake upon the pe()j)le by 
furnishing ]>ielures of Jesus that ai'«i 
not pictures of Jesus. JOv» n should tin; 
suggested eliange be mad<^ where will 
the ukmIcI be forthcoming. Jesus is 
not conjing again just for the sake of 
posini:' l)efore a eamei-a. If all the pie- 
tuies of Jesus now extant are incor- 
?fet, who is to blame? Who will fur- 
nish a true picture? Will the new 
picture be of any greater authority 
than those now in existence J By what 
right, real or assumed, can any man 
agree to undertake the making of any 
change in the pictorial representations 
of deity f BesidcB if all present pic- 
tures are wrong, ns claimed, who is re- 
sponsible for having worked them off 
upon the credulous for so nmny gen- 
erationaf 

Ah, friendal Look at the aituationl 
Man made god in his own image and 
having outgrown the image made man 
proceed to make another image more 
in keeping with the spirit of the age. 
If we are to have a pietui-e of Jesus 
b t it stand for sometliing. If such a 
pictuie is to benefit humanity let it be 
lepresentative of humanity. (Jive us 
a man in all things, (jive us a man in 
sti'englh. in build, in pose and in in- 
ti*ll(;ct. If such a picturi? can be truth- 
fnlly produced we would have no hesi- 
tation about hanging orui up in th<' 
oflicr (d' the Hlade. Let the picture 
sliow a rugged, honest nuiidiofxl. L(;t 
him be self-reliant, the light of hon- 
esty and love beaming from manly 
eyes. Place him behind a plow in some 
fresh made furrow of earth. Sleeves 
rolled up. The muscles of his arm 
standing out like knots of steel 
threads. Trousers fastened at the 
waist with a belt, his shirt thrown 
open at the collar. Place a big-straw 
hat on his head, and to give it a touch 
of the picturesque, a tuft ot hair could 
biB made to protrude through a rift 
in the erown. ^tead of some sermon 



on a mount, let him be quoted aa aay- 

ing, **Gee! Haw!" In the distance 
could be seen the house and near it 
the dinner bell, against which some de- 
voted wife stood in the attitude of 
pulling the rope. Make Jesus some- 
thing like this and by all the sacred 
bugs and beasts of Ancient Egypt, 
well take him. 



]a?.TO-DATE EVANOlUm. 

Sonu> time ago the HLkIc foreoast 
a period of revivals among the 
(d Hire lies of l^exington ami the first 
one to make a break at periodical 
holiness is the Campbellite organiza- 
tion. It has imported a person by the 
\ii\vae of ScoveUe who, imitating the 
patent medicine fakirs, is resorting to 
a system of wild-oat advertising to get 
before the public. Every day the Lex- 
ington people are regaled with an 
enormous number of "conversions*' 
and so many additions" to the 
church, and copious extracts of his 
funny sayings are given in print. 
From llii'se we learn that he is striv- 
ing to dnii the mantle formerly worn 
by the late Sam Jones. As an aid to 
notoriety his "purly" is posted about 
town, in store windows, etc. 11 is facial 
(dniracteristics and his physi(pie sug- 
gest that some farmer has lost a good 
hand and the world a worker. His 
"apt sayings ' betray an extremely 
low order of intelligence, and the 
strangest part about Uie matter is that 
some ]>eople mistake this for wit. Aa 
a philosopher he is a fake; aa a theo- 
logian he is a back nUnnber; as a 
thinker he counts a cjrpher; as an 
evangelist Christian clown, he is par 
excell(»nce. A little ehalk and paint 
would add dignity to his cause. 

in his re])ortoire he has -a specially 
prepai'i'd si'rmon which he preached 
lor the especial bcmdit (d' unbelievers. 
When these sermons are over the 
pastor of the ehur(di, Kev. Mark Collis, 
hot foots to a newspaper ofiice ami 
hashes up a report of what this "great 
man" has said. Among other things 
we have read, as coming from him: 

"Ht^yond all credulity is the credul- 
iiy of the atheist who believes that 
mere (diance can ci'(>ate a world when 
it cannot build a house." 

Oh tempera, Oh mores, oh Mammal 
Could Butler or Taley hav3 read such 
a thought they would have given np 
the deaigp argument in disgust. Su<m 
intellectual tommyrot is enough to 
cause an epidemic of hydrophobia. 
Afr. Scovelle ought to take the Keeley 
cure for theological jim-jams. In the 
first place Atheism does not believe in 
oreation of any Und or ohareeter and 
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this leaves no room for any element 
of chance. The converse of his propo- 
sition, we cannot call it ax^niment, for 
it is unworthy such a desijniation, is, 
tliat can both create worlds 

and hnild houses. The f.'»rnicr is so 
stupcn<luous in comparison with the 
latter that if ^rod cnn acouLplisli tin* 
former he can surely pcrlorni the lat- 
ter. But where is the house that jjod 
built? Xo answer! Then where is the 
world that ;rod created.' Still no an- 
swer. Creation implies destruction, 
annihilation. God must aiso be a de- 
stroyer and an annihilator. He an- 
swers his sujjr«,'estion, however, with 
the latter : 

''If something cannot come from 
nothing and there is something now 
something mnst always have ezmed." 

That is just it. Something most 
have existed. Therefore god did not 
create something. At thei best he 
could only change or transfonn. This 
being true ^od is not a creator but a 
changer or transformer anri is no high- 
er in comparison with man for man 
does preci.sely the same thinj; and is 
doin«; it evory day. This belittles poil 
and exalts man and this is exa<'tly the 
position of the atheist. If something? 
has always existed there is no creation, 
on the fjround of necessity. If there 
was no creation there was no creator. 
Xo ci'cator, no ^od. Xo «r<>d, Chris- 
tianity is a fake aJid Mr. S<M)vclle a 
fakir. It would appear tliat this 
(^vanj^elist is floundering' in deep water 
an<l he knows not how t(» swim. IK' 
does not understand the universe and 
is unable to compreln^nd it. II(» knows 
all about i^od and is tryin<r to tell it 
Let us pity the converts he makes and 
pity the beni«;hted i«rnorance that oan 
make over such fly-specks. 

His titan intellect has led him into 
another ditch which our readers will 
be able to discover in the following: 

''Agnostic means know iiothing and 
that's about what he knows." 

The quotations we have used indi* 
eates that this evangelist for god and 
cash has not even rcMiched the stage of 
agnosticism. Of coursci he pretends 
to know, and seeks to impress his in- 
capable audiences with thAi) belief that 
he does know. He knows that he does 
not know and we know that he cannot 
know. What is more he knows that 
wie know that he does not and cannot 
know and this knowledge ought to put 
a quietus on his tonpfue. Brazen ef- 
frontery is always impertinent. It 
leads to false pretense. If be will care- 
fully analyze his own mind he might 
be capable of finding out where he is 
at. He niiiy not want to know for 
fear others would find it out. So long 



as the ca.sh comes in he wants to keep 
at his job. It would now be of more 
than ordinary interest if he would pub- 
lish the contract he has m;ide with the 
Camp))ellite church aJid hi.s intere^^t 
in god and creation would be dis- 
cernible. 



MANUSCRIPT DXOLnnU). 

The Blade has always invited honest 
and intelli^rt'nt criticism. It still in- 
vites it. At the instance of one, J. (). 
Smith, of Hronson, M i»Miiiran. the 
Hiade expressed it.s objections to Chris- 
tianity and pive an opportunity for 
reply on the condition that the reply 
denote an intelligent understanding of 
the subject, and should not consist of 
mere biblical quotations. Upon the 
hypothesis that the said J. O. Smith 
had converted an infidel editor, of 
** twenty-five years standing'' we felt 
somewhat interested iu what he might 
have to write and believed that a foe- 
raan had been found worthy of our 
steel w^ho was willing to enter the 
arena of polemic debate. "We have 
been f^rievously disappointed in the 
result. 

Met'ore extending a more pressing 
invitation we made in(piiry ourselves 
and simply laid low. The responses 
received were not tlatteriuir. ^\'e wait- 
ed. At last a nu\uuscript reached our 
(►lliee, t'n(Ui<,di to fill three paires of the 
HIade, and not a solitary new idea can 
be found in the entire collection of 
words. It was just its we expected it 
would be. A compilation id' bible 
<|U(»tations which we hav-' lon^^ since 
(list-ai'ded as incapable of the sli«rhtest 
pi-oof. AVe re«^ret that so much labor 
luis been sj)eiit upon its pi-eparation 
for our coluuuis and then feel com- 
pelled to deny it the si)ace demanded. 
Were the article of aiiy merit what- 
ever, for us or against us, it could have 
been divided and continued from one 
week to another, but we entertain too 
much respect for our readers to affliet 
them with such a conglomeration of 
words. Hience, the manuscript has 
been returned to the author with our 
deep regret 

It is passing strange that they who 
might be deemed capable of defending 
the Christian proposition decline the 
controversy, and only foois will rush 
in where the anp^els themselves fear to 
tread. Christianity has nothing to 
•^^ain by such an advocacy. It betrays 
its inherent weakness an 1 it is too 
much to expect that Freethinkers will 
waste time upon such trifles. Useful 
discussion^ on both sides, is invaluable, 
as it has a tendency to uncover hidden 
truth. While we regret the denoue- 



ment the Blade felt that it had no 

jilternative. 



The lihub* direeis the careful at- 
teiilion of its readt rs to that sj)lendid 
little pamphlet on ^larriajre and Di- 
vorce, by Josephine K. Ilenrj-. It is 
a j;em, exhaustive, concise and in- 
structive. Oidy 'Jo cents and from its 
pa«res can be learned the true nature 
of a. uLarriaire contract and the issue 
of divorce. Write Mrs. Henry for it. 
Address Versailles, Kentueky. 



The Correspondence S(dio(>l has been 
a lon<r felt want. It has been needed 
to secur»' the edtication of thousands 
in Science and Philosophy. Take a 
three year course of study at ten dol- 
hii's per year. Send your name in 
now. Scho(>l will open when one 
hundred members have been secured. 
We want to begin by July 1. 

The jirticle upon Hible Kevision by 
.Mrs. Henry is now in pamj)hlet form 
and can be had at 10 cents per copy. 
It is a splendid missionary document 
;is it contains a store of rich argu- 
ment and it ouy:ht to be read every- 
where. 

If the beautiful sprinir sunshine 
puts new life and new joy in your 
hearts a club of new subscril)ers would 
put a little of both in ours. Kairi or 
shine is all the same to us. Watch 
our special premium otVer and then — 
well---don't forget it! 

Send in your orders for .Mrs. Henry's 
Marriaire and Divorce, at 25 cents, and 
her Bible Hevimon mt 10 eenta. Both 

are «;ood ! 

Five subscribers in one remittance 
at one dollar each, per annum, will 
entitle you to a copy of Dog Fennel or 
the Rome Book, you- take your ehoiea. 



.Vow is the time for all jrood men 
and women to get in the Blade push 
for more progress. 

Join the Blade's Correspondence 
School and ac([uire a scientific and 
phib>sophical education at triflinj? cost. 
If you can't become a member send a 
donation to get it started. 



Be sure to till out that subscription 
blank and mail to us and you will re- 
ceive one of our splendid premiums. 

Prayer may be su«;i^estive of petu- 
lant piety but it doesn't pay for pie* 
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Scientific and Philosophical Correspondence School 

Oile Year, $10, In advance. Three Years, $25, In advance. 

JAflES E. HUGHES, flanager. JOHN R. CHARLE5W0RTH, Instructor 
LEXINQITON, KEINXUCKY 



Established for the Purpose of 

giving Instruction in 

the Fundamental Principles 

of Science and the Philosophy 

of Secularism and 

Freethought by Comparative 

Studies as between them 

and Theology^ and 

Orthodox Systems 
Based on Creed and Formula 



0 



Learn to Free Yourself from Super- 
stition's Cliains. Refuse to be a 
Mental Slave, and be Able to 
Give a Reason for the 
Faith that is in You 



School will open about July 1, 1908, 
or as soon as 100 pupils are enrolled. 

Educate yourself to become a teacher 
in Liberal ideas. 




^11 \] ol.jcct of the scliool is to ntTrr, in con- 
(It'MsfMl f<>riii, what iiuiy Itc cmINmI a (•(»ni])r('- 
liciisivc cour^sr of studies in natural science, 
natural pliilosoijliy, secular and saercil h'm- 
torv, tlieology and ecclesiastici.sni, with a 
view of enabling the student to form a rela- 
ti\c and comparative knowledge upon the 
most important subjects in issue between rationaUstio thought 
and theological teadiing. 

The purpose of the school is to fit its students to become 
teachers and educators in natural philosophy in an intelligent 
opposition to orthodoxy. 

The full course will combine geology, astronomy, zoology, 
botany, inorpniic chemistry, philosophy, natural liistory, sociol- 
ogy, all hraiu-hcs of history, sacred an«l secular, theology, 
hihlical literature, lo^ie^ rules of evidence, ruK-s of dehate, com- 
position, j)oelry. 

Printed losons will be sent to each jjupil once every month 
and pupils will be required to submit written answers thereon 
each montli. ^ 

Pupils can obtain their own text books upon advice from the 
instructor. 

The first year's course will conipri>e studies and examina- 
tiuns in the first five subjects named above. 

These studies can be made at home after the duties of the 
day have been completed so that this extremely liberal offer is 
actually brought into your home. 

If desired the School will have the text books sent to you 
nj)on order and payment of the cost. Full details will l>e p;iven 
in auijde time t(» start the M*hon| in unison. 

The School will he opened, priukarily, under the auspicc^s of 
the Bhu! Grass Hlade. 

For ti'niporary purj>oses, dames K. llu«;hes will he the 
numa^er of the School, with d(»hn \l. ( 'harlesvv(»rth as its prin- 
cipal instructor. Other instructors will bo added from time 
to time as the needs and emergencies of the School may de- 
mand. 

' Pupils should have an attained age of 15 years, or more, 
or at least possess the rudiments of a good elementary education. 

No man or woman ever gets too old to learn and the School 
is open to all persons over the age iniflgiited who may desii% 
to avail thotiselves of these eduoationiu^poiiunities. 

You will profit by these studies. To learn what is offered 
enables you to teach others. 

Do you wish to join the School f 

Then send yonr name, now, to James K. irufjhes, Blue 
Grass I>lade, l.exin^t<»n, l\v., and have it enndled 

The tuition fee will not he calle<l for until 100 names have 
been seeored. With that number tlu' School will open. 

JAMES E. HUGHES. 



BLtnD BLAOK 
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Series A. 

Priniiary Department. 

SOOLOOT 

FIB8T LBSSON 

SXPLANATORT— Tbe qn.'siion.s propounded below are 
deeigned to mnre a doable purpose. Tliey conatitate an 
outline for an investigatioQ into what will aaaiit the itu- 
dent to obtain the moat comjplete knowledge of the aab- 
ject. A full and complete anawer to each qaeatioii npy 
be foiuid in the text book. The counie ia preaeribed to 
benefit the student, therefore, answers miuat nOt be taken 
verbatim from the text book but should be a mcftital effort 
upon the part of tlie student derived from what has been 
read. 

If a reference to the text hook is necessary for the pur- 
pose of obtaininjJT the correct way to spell a tin me, or even 
to refresh nw^morv, this is periiiissihh*. ])ut should not be 
done if it ean he jivoided. If sueli rcftTenee is iii;ide do 
not prepare the answer until the nind hns been allowed 
to reflect upon the question. In lliis way the student will 
be ahle to hetter rcnieniher what h;is heen studied. 
. .Your success or lailnre (lej>en<ls upon the nuuiner in 
whieli you con«luct the stu<lies assitiiied. You nuiy dectMve 
tlu' iusti'uctor, su<'cessfu]iy. hut you cannot deceive your- 
self and you are the one to benefit by the study and ought 
to know whether they have been ooadneted properly or 
impro|>erly. 

SPKCIAIJjY observe that the examinatioB qoaationa 
are desi^Mied. to compel the student to read in order to 
find the answer. At the same time it is an outline, or a 
direction, to what is beat for the student to know in order 
to complete the education deaire 1. Having found the aa« 
awera, by reading, also read the correlated portiona of the 
book, the text and context^ ,and in tiiia way your knowl« 
edge i^dll be more thorough and complete. Don't aband<m 
the book after you haye made anawer to the queationa. 
If you do you will neglect the opportunitiea here offered. 

RULES 

1. - -An answe?- nnisl l)e made t<» each aiul every (]ues- 
tion propounded in writin<^. Si«_rn tlie puptM* juid mail .to 
us not later than the last day of the month after receiving. 
\Vrite oidy on oik^ side of tiie paper. Foohoap ahould he 

used f«»r convenience. 

2. "\Vrite to the Instructor for ail vice in case of necea- 
siiy if you fail to fully understand what- is given you. 

.i- \o chan*,^' ciin be made in examinationa after th^ ' 

onee rea(di this office. 

4- — Kaeh exauijnation p;i|)er will he adjudifed and" 
graded accordiufr to its merits and the ^n-adiu<»" reported 
back to the student with proper corrections in explana- 
tion of any error apiM arin*?. The student should intently 
note the corrections, if any. 

5. — Examination papers will be mailed from the Sohool 
at such timiea aa will allow the atudent to have them in 
hia or her posaeaaioii by the flrat day of eaoh month. 

6. — (Every queation rnmat be anawered. To omit any 
queation will eount) againit the per oentage in grading. 
All anawera should be made in duplieale, the atodent ra» 
taining one copy for fntore reference in eaaa of error and 
correction. 

7. — In grading a general average of 75 per oent wiU 



enai)le a student to pjiss. The trradings will be desi^ated 
by '*Fiiir" 7.') per cent.; "(iood" 80 per cent.; **Very 
jTood." S.') per cent.; " P^xcellent, " 90 per cent.; **Excel- 
lent X," 95 per cent.; ''Perfect," 100 per cent. 



Example Examination No. 1. 

Zoology— Primary. 

Queation l.—What ia Zoolopry? Define term and scope. 

Queation 2. — ^Into how many daaaea are objecta divided T 
Name themi. 

Qiiestion 3.— What «r« organic objeotaf What inor^ 

ganic objecta f j 

(Farty queationa eonatitnte one examination.) 



Example Answers to Examination No. 1. 
Zoology — Primnry * 

Answer 1 — 'Zoo, from the Greek zoon, pertaining to 
aninuil or aniniiaJs. Ology, being a discourse, or inquiry 
into, Zoology ia a diacourae or inquiry into animala and 
animal life. Ita scope ia to treat of all animals, from the 
lowest to the higheat, with referenoa to their atrootnre, 
functions, development, analyaia, nomenclature and elaaai- 
flcation. The aubjeet ia auh-dividM into other branohaa 
of its own. 

Anawer 2 — Objecta are divided into two 'elaaaa% organie 

and inorpranic. 

Answer — Or^'arnc ohjects are plants and animals 
mtauifestinij' a cell life, and known and distinj^uished as 
livinu" thiiiL'-s. Inorirajiic (►hji'cts are such uiinerahs or 
mineral substiances ajs rock or soil, kno>\'u and dis- 
tinguiahed aa non-living thinga. 



(Anawem to all other queationa follow:) 



APPLIOATIOK FOR ICEMBXBinP. 

James E. Ilujjhes, Lexinirton, Ky. : — 

I, the imderaigrned, lierehy make application for mem* 
bership in The Scientitic and Philosophical Correspondence 

School for year, course of atudy. I Mree to 

follow the ^sourae of atud\ prescribed and to eonfenn to 
the rulea governing axanniniationa. I alao agree to pr»> 
cure the preaoribed tiext-booka and to follow Uke eonne of 
atudiea therefrom aa direeted by tha SohooL 

Nana 

Do you deaire to beeonva 

a teacher t ^ Address 

Anawer 

County 

State 

Fill out the above blank and mail to Jamea B. Hngha% 
LexingtMi, Ky. 



,1 - . mnmmfff/'if^ — 
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BLUE GRASS BLADE. 




Cbe Blade^s Coititetpondence 



ANtWMS TO C0RIIMP0NDBNT9. 



MRS. LBM SINO— The Blade i 

your enthusiasm and feels that it is be- 
stowed in a worthy cause. Your offer to 
swap the Blade for a War Cry waa not 
likely to be aoofpt«d meh people. 

Many thanks. 

A. I). STON EM AN— Clipping received. 
It Is splt iuiid and it shall be published 
just as soon as we can find room for it. 

F. B. BALI^, SR.— Thanks for renewal 
and kind worda. Addreaa changed aa di- 
rected. We wiah you aucoeaa In your new 



0. 8. OOVB— Ifany ttumka for ymir let- 
tor of pratae and oommendatioo. We want 
nil ovr mlMerlbtra to feol thai wajr. 

FRANKLIN R HBALD— Tour Ma( let- 
tor In appreoUtod and tlia faeUng mani- 



oomradeahlp will win 

M. W. MARLEY— The Blade is gratified 
at the dlstincti(jii of having an evangelist 
point to it ill such a manner. Sample 
copiea have been sent. Thanka for the in- 
gnlry. Intormatloii aovight glTon Ivy mnlL 

A. W. TUCKKR.— Thanks for the list of 
namea. We have sent the copies aa 
dlTMtod. 

ELIZA MOWRT BLIVBN'-Wa are not 
▼ery far apart It is only a ^eation of 
porpoae. You are working to build up or- 
gaqliaitiona, the Blade propose to fumiah 
maana of kaapmg thasi aliva aftar tliey are 
organlaad. With thia wa ean work alda by 
ilda, Mping and watoiniiig, aad tha end 
wiU be 



L. O. LTTTLBilBLIX— Tbanka tor re- 
BowaL It la alwaya true that r aaaon la d» 
Bled a home whara god ralgna. 

WILLIAM JUNKER.— Thanks for renew- 
al. Both god and bible have been tried in 
vain and humanity, as you state, turns to 
more aatiafaotory elementa of progmpi. 
Thaaka. 

MRS. H. D. BURROWS— Letter with re- 
newal and trial subscriptions received. 
Sample copies have also been sent to names 
given. Thanks. This is the kind of work 



MRS. M. E. OADBS—Many thaaka for 
payment of renewal. Tour ezpeHanoe with 

the faddists Is Interesting. 

1. H. FOWI^ER— The Blade has kept 
going and we have sent you a sampto oopy 
to iet you see what it is lil^e. 



TN ito#a for a War Cry. 



ARDMORE, OKLA.— This day makes 
two weeks since I mailed you a money 
order for five dollars, and since I've had 
time for thought, it looks as If I was trying 
to conceal my Loyalty and Fidelity to the 
DEAR OLD BLADL, so I have takrn the 
liberty to explain to the Blade the reason 
llii' iiioiK v order was sent without being 
accompanied with a lew words of thanks 
and satisfaction that we now enjoy in hav- 
ing it so considerably changed from Its old 
style to its new one? It Is only this. I 
knew that the amount as you said no matter 
how small would at that time help to light- 
en the burden which your generosity had so 
faithftilly aasumad much aooner than all 
the conmMnto that I could hara made, i 
do not think, that a true and nonaat body 
of FreethlnlMra. would ba alothful aa to 
compel our Editor, who haa to* fumiah us 
food for thought to take auoh a reaponsi- 
biUty. And oot of hia own personal funds. 
That ia why I nad such little time whan I 
sent the money order. Was trying to get 
It off on the first train. I have tried to find 
a reader for the extra Blade which I've 
received through a mistake. When I first 
became acquainted with the Blade it was 
through a friend .My address was given 
in correct. This Is a poor town for free- 
thought and liberty but say I'tell you what 
I did do, there was a Lady member of the 
Salvation Army came In this morning with 
the same old story as "Buy A War Cry, 
five cents." I said I read the War Cry 
years ago, but I will exchange a Blue Grass 
Blade with you and 50 cents to boot which 
will be new to you and may rest you? 
When she saw the front page deooimtad 
with C. C. Moore, Clarke, Pataie, J. B. Wil- 
son and Voltahra, tha War Orjr peddler 
turned away in difgust Send ma SB copies 
of Tha Virgin Mary— G. O. D. ni pay ez- 
presa and all extra. It is not my poltey to 
throw ftonaa and hida my hand. I low the 
Blada and bopa ru aaw ba without it. 

MBS. LU smo. 



closed an article clipped from the Dubuque 
Times .Jounial, Dubuque, la. This man, 
William H. Tower when a young man, lived 
on a farm in this (Buclianan county) and 
moved from here to his late home In Fort 
Dodge. He Is a brother-in-law of Mr. Hor- 
ace Boies of this town. Mr. Boies Is a 
nephew of Kx-govenior Boles once nomina- 
ted on the Democratic ticket for President 
of the United States. I hope you will find 
space in your valuable paper for its pub- 
lication. I will try and see Mr. Boies and 
get the obitrary of Mr. Tower and aend it 
to yon. I am eaating bread upon tha watara 
and seed Into tha aott hare that I think 
will Ineraaaa a hmidrad told la jaara to 
coma la tha adada of tha yoaag la tiM wasr 
of traalhought aad flraa apaa ok . 

D. STONSMAN. 



Th^ Want What ia Nat 

CALDWELL, IDA.— Having been noting 
very badly of lato and am aehamad of my 

negligence and feel that if many of your 

subscribers act as I have done that one of 
the most worthy and faithful Editors in 
the world might have to lead his little fam- 
ily up to a scant supper table. But they 
say "better late than never." You will 
please find eiH-losed $2. do to inov*- my tag 
up a little on the Blue Grass Blade, which, 
in my conception, is lae strongest and most 
consistant advocate of human liberty of 
any paper in the world baring none. Please 
transfer the address of my Blade from 
RocUville, Idaho, to Caldwell, Idaho. I 
know my little amount would not effect 
anything, while thousands of others on tha 
same line with me would prove diaaatroua. 
Our theory being ratkmal and aaawlngly 
without diapuUtlon In thia year IMI la ao 
reaaoa wa ahould ba Idle. If wa wmdd 
piok up aoma apook fad Ilka tha triplat 
ghoat a John Alaiaadar Dowla, Blattanr, 
Pigettl. aad tha Ilka wa oonld gat thona- 
anda of foltowers. It is not what thara Is 
that tha majority of the people are aftor. It 
is what thara is not that the fools • ara 
reaohfaig tor, and they will die reaching. 

F. P. BALL. SR. 



Braad-Caal an IN Watora. 
QUABQUBTON. IA.— Plaaaa find a»- 



Sings Hit Praise. 

PER VIS, CAL.— As you have made re- 
quest that the patrons of the Blade to give 
expr(>sHion on its changed form, I can only 
say that there Is no room for but one 
opinion and that Is that Its change In form 
as well as Its very neat appearance are 
both very decided improvements. The 
Ilk< ness of prominent Freethought writers 
Is also a good Idea as the readers of the 
Blade for past years would like to know 
how the persons look who have wielded 
the pen in defense of the right of Freedom, 
of thought and the right to reaaoa OB 
matters of such vast importance. 

a B. oom 



. BLUE OBASS BLADE. 



If 



A ValiMd Centtmperary. 



LOS ANOELKS. CAL.— I have Just re- 
turned from a six weeks trip and find the 
Blade In a new dress and otherwise im- 
proved. Success to th(> Hhxle, I am going 
to give you lots of good words as soon as 
again. 

FRANKLIN II. HEALD. 



Orthodox Recommendation. 

lU'CKIJX. KANSAS.— A short time ago I 
iiKHiircd of thv CliriHtiaii l^v.MiK'f'list what 
w*'r»' .soiiH* of thv ^rrat«'si atln'istic paix rs. 
Your jiaiK'r is rrfcn od to hh' as one of th«'ni 
Will you i»leasr send nic a copy of your 
paper as I am dcslrfous of taking: two or 
three afhristic papers. Also can you give 
me the address ot the Free Thinker I be- 
li«T« jmbUsM Id Great Britian. 

M. W. MARLEY. 



Htlpt All Ht Can. 

NORTH WATERBORO, MAINE — In- 
doMd you will and names to whom you can 
•ond sample oqpIm of the Blade. Send me 
15 oants worth of the Virgin Mary pam- 
phlets.— A. W. TUOKBR. 

Thinkt Well ef tlie Blade. 

DRIFTWOOD, OKLA. — Please And 
money order for $1.60 to apply to my 
subscription to the Bine Grass Blade from 

December 1907 to December 1908. I ap- 
preciate the great improvement you have 
made In the Mlaue, also that Mrs. Henry 
is again writing for Its pages. I attended 
nearly all of Mr. Charlesworth's lecturers 
some twelve years ago in Wichita, Kansas, 
which I liked very much. I have tried to 
get some subscriptions for the Blade, but 
this is a very "godly" community and no 
one is popular unless they belong or at- 
ten<l church which I do not. I wish every 
one would read the "inade". It looks so 
very foolish to me to sec sensible peoj.le 
believe in so many imaginable thiims as 
tney do and expecting a reward in thv (Jreat 
Beyond, I want mine here for this Is all 
the world I know. L. O. LITTLEFIELD. 



Holy Rollers. 

OLY.MIMA. WASH.— Am .sending $2. SO on 
my account. Nothing has ever touched my 
heart as the kindness shown me by the 
Editor of the Hlue (Jrass Hlude. Words of 
mine W(»ul(l fall to i xpress my gratitude. 
I shall kef p each booklet as I am fond of 
looking at jiictures of friends although I've 
never met one of you. I should like to get 
subscribers tor the Hluo (Irass Hlade, but 
my health is poor. I rarely ever get out. 
Never a co])y comes but suggest volumes 
of thought to my mind. It has been nearly 
ten years since i became acquainted with 



th« Blue Grass Blade. It has added many a 
charm to my life. We have a new kind of 
religion in Olympia called the "Holy Roll- 
ers." They prophesy that the world will 
end in two years. Every Sunday they 
wash each others feet and partake of the 
holy communion. Their mission Is to keep 
people out of hell. They worship God lying 
on their faces and oftlmes remain seeming 
ly lifeless for hours. Some make a noise 
like a duck, whey they they receive the 
Kitt of the unknown tongue. The happiest 
people an^ the Holy Rollers, who don't have 
in think. Tbey just sit still and the 
power f)f God lets them drift along like 
the l(>aves that float down with the tide 
I've attended these many times. Have 
witnessed children nodding nnd held up 
right by their mothers, hands hanging 
limp, looking like rag dolls. One night In 
particular when I saw several little girls 
lying down at the altar, their little quiver- 
ing bans help up above their heads, I went 
to the police and tried to get them to stop 
sneh tomfoolery and arrest the leaders— 
but the police said they oould not atop H— 
although they did not consider It right 
Too ilould noTer Imagine that audi foolMh- 
aesi would be called senring Ood, te this 
iraad and 4rlorlous West People of ^e- 
▼ated aentlmenta can ncTcr uaderatand an 
this rot called reUglon. None of ua are 
perfect none can be perfect, but we caa 
all be striTtnt to ImproTc WMch Is all that 
reUglon can demand of us. But this 
new religion came on us so suddenly that 
I haven't had time to thtok of anything 
else. The pictures on each copy of the 
Blue Grass Blade will lighten many a 
heart.— MRS. M. E. 0ADB8. 



No Belief in God or Bible. 



CONCORD, N. C— Please find inclosed 
money order, |L50 for the Rlue Crass 
niade. It Is worth the price and even 
more. I have no faith in the Christian 
bible or any other Inspired books or bibles. 
There Is no heaven or hell beyond death. 
Our thoughts nre our soul and extinct at 
d«'atb. The body goes back Into the ele- 
ments of which It Is composed. The soul 
or conscience produced by the l>ody is not 
substance thereof annihilated at death. 

WM. JUNKER. 
HBLBN M. LUCAS 

(Continued from page 2.) 
Point for attack was nowhere found. 
\\ hen' er the Impatient Switzers, gazed 
The unbroken line of lances blazed; 
'i'l at line 'twere suicide to meet. 
And i)eri8h nt their tyrant's feet. 

Heboid him! Arnold Winkelrled! 
There sounds not to the trump of fame 
I'he echo of a nobler name. 
ITnmarked be stood amid the throng, 

In rumination deep and long, 

'Till you might see with sudden grace, 

The very thought come o'er his face; 



And by tho motion of his form 

Anticipate the coming storm; 

And by the uplifting of his brow 

Tell where the bolt would strike, and bO* 

Hut 'twas no sooner thought than dOBO; 

The iield was in a moment won. 

"Make room for Liberty!" he cried, 
Then lan with arms extended wide; 
As if his dearest friend to clasp, 
Ten spears he swept within his grasp. 
"Make room for Liberty! " he cried, 
Their keen potaits met from side to skto. 
He bowed among them like a tree. 
And thus made way for Liberty. 

— Montgomery. 



Marriage and Divorce 

by 

JOSEPHINE K. HENRY 

•r 

VUMILLIt, KENTUCKY. 

Thousands of copies ot thia up-to-date 
pamphlet are now fai clrculatloo tai tiM 
United States and England. It treala te 
forcible style of the moat Important pffob« 
lem before the American peoiAe. It ihoBld 
be read by both married and ilBgle» by all 
men and womea wko deaire flomag tl a 
conditions. 

All orders promptly filled by the. author. 
1 Copy 88 Centa. 8 Ceplee One Dollar. 



RinWAlr mV. AilMllW I 



If you need a Watch to meet the new re- 
quinMiu nts of tho Kadway Ser\ice, study well 
and cemparo prices (»f these (18 size) lever- 
set Wattlu's: HAMPDEN, -Special Railway" 
23 jewels, $26; "NEW RAILWAY," 23 jeweii, 
$20; *'CRE8CKNT 8TR." 21 jewels, $22450; 
same, 10 jewels, $20; ''846" new model, tl 
jewels, $10; ELGIN: "Veritas," 8S Jewels, 
$20; **Fathtr Time, 81 Jewdt. |B8J0| «3. 
W. Baymond," 18 Jewels, |B0: som^ 17 Jew- 
els, OiaOO. AU ths above te 8 or 4 euMe BO- 
▼ertee Sorew Osse, prepaid, wHh guanmtee 
that eaeh watch Is tetesi Improved ef grade 
speeifled, new and psrfisi, aad will pass 
rigid railway tespeeUoa. te gold ilM moiOr 
gnaraateed by mamiteelarffs lor 88 yuan, 
P mora. Have adveitlsedi te «hlB paf« 
•steee first Issue. 

DIAMONDS, PEARLS, OPALS, ETC. 

1 am an expert in this line and will save 
you 20 per cent if you will order ot nie. En- 
gagement and wedding rings a specialty. 

Send for prico list of watches not Ustad 
ahove, Jewelry, Freethought Badges, IngersoU 
Spoons, Kings, Silver and Plated Wara, On* 
tical Goods, and my Tract, "Theism In The 
CteMlble" fiee. 

Olio WBTT8TEIN, 
TfaOrau|ib Orak County 
miaois. 



BLT7E ORASS BLADB. 



Tkree of WINWOOD READE'S 
Celebrated Worhs. 

Martyrdom of Man. 

NOW IN ITS TWELFTH EDITION. 

thowing wiMt ttt iMf htm wSwfotS^ mMtSrtdow^in iM il« lo it* prat, 
•lit plaiM. It woura hoir war ud Mllgion have kesn oopreMiv* factoti 
in tbe Mrante tor Itlttrtf, and tlit telbt chaplet,of ■omeTao 
|Mim< dwcn w i i his IntellMtual stnifgle fron the animal p»- 
Hod of tiM aartli lo tbo MMant, addluf an outUnr of what 6a 
anthor «0Md«ia wovld 6a a raUfioa oTiaann and lorn 

The Outcast 

Is a FretthouKhl Novel nS great literary merit. It fthow8 the bigotry 
tind 8ii|K-nititiiin tliut exists in the Churrh. It portntys a vivid picture 
of aMiiiister who woo hon««t cdoukIi to throw ofi the khaoktot of 

***lESl«Mi» 75c. nett postal tO«. 

THE VEIL OF ISIS, OR THE 

isleries or me Dioiils. 

Thi^ itit« rfstiuR work Kiv»f^ a very clear and accurate ac- 
••».imt <,f tin- curhfut furnmtioii of Keiiglon and Frt-fmauonry. 
Many (if the Aiici»-!it rtu-s and inyHtenou* oer«monit'.« that are 
u>e<l by the Churches and Maitonio ordera, are here given 
in detail and shows conclusively how they onginau^ 

Clotty #1.00 Ml f postage, 14c. 
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DOG FFNNEL 

In 

THE ORIENT 
by # 

CteilM ChiltM Mem. ' 

AMion n vounp; man the author had started 
on; l(. walk thr(.u;,'h the Holy Lands on foot. 
IN'aihin<: Paris lu* <.mvo up the journey and 
rrdirn.'l \u>un\ lie iiia<le the trip by imll 
and bout about three years before hil dtftlh. 
This bock jrives an account of what ht mw 
and explodes nunieroua ChriatUll mytht. It 
is especially suitable for a preftat. 
Cloth Bound, 350 Paget. Poftpaid |i.tf* 

Ne FIreeth inker should be witbottt H, 
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A TR^^ ROME 

DR J. B. WILSON. 

The Internal iciial Congress of Freethinkers 
was held in the City of Rome, Italy, Sep- 
tember 21, 1004. The author attended tbat 
Congress as the American delegate. It ia Ml 
account of travel and personal axpariMMM 
that has received as universal •noomhim from 
pretH und {)eople. In it raligious dogmaa tad 
talca of priMtly flitioa art ratirimiy «k- 
/osed while the ffOBtftl ityla la witlMmt mm- 
parison in Ain»Tican literature of travel. 

Cloth bound, 360 pages, illustrated. 
Postpaid $1.35. 

Address orders to 

BLUl QRAflS BLADP. 



The Virgin c^Wary 

By M. Orkr KkM«r . 
Fftftr le CMta. 

This artlelt flr«t appeared in the eoluoiM 
of the Blade mmI Editor Moore and Jamea 
E. Hughes were Indicted by the fedenU 
Grand Jury at Louisville for sending ob 
Boene matter through the mails. The prose- 
cution waa dismissed. The article was then 
republished in the Blade and later put into 
pamphlet form. Thousands of copies have 
been sold. It is a useful roiaaioanry doeu- 
ment. Full of humur and aipHMBl. 
Twilve copies for $1.00 
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